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B.  Progress and Accomplishments (Continued)

o Job Development and Job Placement.    Regional offices have been identi-
fying replicable activities and demonstrations,  Information sharing
activities have been increased,  special  training projects have been
reviewed, and  States  have  been  assisted  to  provide   information to
business on the Targeted Jobs Tax Credit.

o INRP/IEP Joint Planning. Regional offices have completed reviewing
past and current efforts to develop cooperative agreements between
special education and vocational rehabilitation agencies. Cooperative
programs have been identified, site reviews of cooperative projects
have been conducted in nine regions, and plans for a national dis-
semination forum have begun.

o Deaf-Blind Program,     Data on the Incidence of deaf-blindness have
been analyzed and shared with regional offices, task forces have met
to assess  needs,   training  activities   have   been   conducted,   and   a
survey of deaf-blind clients has been conducted.

o Learning Disabled Individuals.      Progress toward this objective
Included conducting   a   state   of   the   art   conference,   Identifying
Issues, launching   case   studies   to   Identify   model    programs,   and
developing technical assistance plans,

C.  Costs, Benefits, and Effectiveness

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 has resulted 1n a vocational rehabilitation
system that 1s increasingly focused on the severely handicapped. Program
data Indicate that since 1979 the number of persons served has decreased.
Severely disabled persons comprise a higher proportion of closed cases,
both those rehabilitated and those not rehabilitated. However, the number
of severely disabled persons served has also declined, The following
table summarizes these trends:

Impact Data

1979               1980             1981              1982      1983

Applicants accepted for

vocational rehabilitation...        411,560      412,356      373,310      333,437    349,932

Total Active Cases..........    1,127,551   1,095,139 1,038,232      958,537    938,923

Cases closed, rehabilitated .      288,325        277,136      255,881      226,924 216,230

Severely disabled.............    143,375       142,545      138,380      129,U66 124,766

Nonseverely disabled..........    144,950       134,591      117,501        97,058    91,465

Severely disabled, percent....     (49.9*)        (51.4%)       (54.1%)       (57.2%)    (57.7%)poses* Services to individual clients must be
